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. Message from the Director

TAKUMI Toru, Professor, Division of Physiology, Department of Physiology and Cell Biology
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CMX(The Center for Medical Transformation) at Kobe University Graduate School of Medicine aims to create an
international hub for medical innovation that aligns with the New Normal and digital transformation (DX) era by
advancing research in signal transduction, a proud legacy of Kobe University.

The research support activities in this year are dedicated to fostering the next generation scientists through
initiatives like the "Young Collaborative Research Project." We also have emphasized enhancing collaborative research
both within and outside the university by organizing workshops such as the "Emergence Conference" and joint
symposiums with RIKEN BDR, providing opportunities to learn about cutting-edge research trends and fostering new
collaborative projects. In strengthening international collaboration, we have undertaken initiatives such as the "Kobe U
– UW Alliance Project" with the University of Washington and short-term international research exchange programs,
striving to develop research infrastructure aligned with global standards and boost international competitiveness.

Amid evolving lifestyles and societal needs following the pandemic, there is an increasing demand for the
construction of a sustainable society and the promotion of innovation based on scientific evidence. By adapting flexibly
to rapidly changing social conditions and adopting multifaceted research approaches, we are committed to
contributing to the realization of a safe, secure, and high-QOL society.

In the fiscal year 2024, we restructured the Center to establish a framework where six key research units—intractable
cancers, metabolic diseases, psychiatric and neurological disorders, immunology and infectious diseases, regenerative
medicine, and pharmaceutical and medical device research—are supported and advanced through two foundational
platforms: Imaging Research and AI & Digital Health Research (see Figure 1). Additionally, there has been significant
reorganization of members, including the appointment of Professor Yasuko Mori, Div. of Clinical Virology, as the
Deputy Director, along with changes in the executive committee and shifts in research group memberships based on
specific areas of expertise. As part of the transition, the AI & Digital Health Research unit was redefined as a platform,
with Professors Yoshihiro Muragaki, Div. of Precision Therapeutic Devices, and Yoichi Kurebayashi, Div. of AI & Digital
Health Science, joining as new members. The Center also welcomed two specially appointed assistant professors after
rigorous selection by the executive committee. Regarding the Advisory Board, while Dr. Yoshihiro Yoneda, the
Research Foundation for Microbial Diseases of Osaka University, who contributed greatly to our activities, has stepped
down, Dr. Shigeo Okabe, The University of Tokyo, has been newly appointed.
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. New Members

MIYAKE Hideaki, Professor, Div. of Urology, Dept.of Surgery Related
In December, 2023, I was appointed as Professor in Division of Urology, and it is a great pleasure for me to join the CMX as

one of the members in the field of drug discovery and medical device development. I had been involved in the development
of a novel anticancer agent, which was evaluated in the phase 3 clinical trials. In addition, our division has played the central
role in the development of the surgical robot, hinotori, and we have recently tried to establish the system of telesurgery
using hinotori. I would like to contribute the activity of CMX as much as possible by utilizing such my previous experiences.
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TADOKORO Yoshiaki, CMX Project Assistant Professor Div. of Immunology, Dept. of Future Medical Sciences

Since April 2024, I have been serving in my current position. Until now, my research has focused on the development of
novel therapeutic strategies for oral cancer and prognostic prediction in oral infectious diseases. Currently, I am engaged in
basic research inspired by questions that arise in clinical practice, with the aim of elucidating the mechanisms underlying the
onset and progression of various disease states. In particular, I am investigating the dynamics of immune cells in age-related
diseases to contribute to the development of optimal treatment approaches.
Moving forward, I hope to collaborate with researchers and clinicians across both basic and clinical fields to gain
multifaceted insights into how localized diseases affect systemic health and to further explore organ-specific pathological
responses. I sincerely appreciate your continued guidance and support.

In April 2023, I was honored to take on the role of professor at the newly established Department of Medical Device
Engineering. My mission is to nurture innovative professionals who can tackle complex challenges and contribute to
commercialization of domestically-produced medical devices. My research encompasses a range of components, therapeutic
devices, and program-based medical devices. In the field of neurology, I have developed devices such as EEG recording
systems and laser-holding devices for treating malignant brain tumors.
As a researcher and physician, my specialization aligns with Professor Takashi Sasayama in neurosurgery, focusing on
malignant brain tumors. During my overseas studies, I explored differentiation induction therapy for pediatric brain tumors
through the genetic introduction of neurotrophic factor receptors. Clinically, I have identified the brain's "grammar center"
using functional MRI, conducted brain function mapping through awake surgery, and pursued clinical research on cortico-
cortical evoked potentials. Currently, I am leading physician-directed clinical trials on autologous tumor vaccines.
Joining CMX is an exciting opportunity, and I am enthusiastic about collaborating with all of you on development research to
translate discoveries and methodologies from human brain function studies and fundamental research into practical medical
devices. I sincerely appreciate your support as we embark on this journey together.

MURAGAKI Yoshihiro, Professor, Div. of Medica Devices, Dept. of Medical Device Engineering

I serve as Professor in the Department of AI and Digital Health Science. At our laboratory, we conduct data-driven research
by integrating medical big data with artificial intelligence, working closely with a diverse range of stakeholders—including
national and local governments, as well as pharmaceutical, medical device, and IT companies.
Our mission is to tackle real-world healthcare challenges such as predicting disease progression, supporting diagnostics, and
improving the quality of care. We also strive to translate our research outcomes into real-world applications to drive
continuous innovation in the medical field.
Through our participation in CMX, we aim to further advance the integration of medicine and information science by
leveraging our experience and infrastructure in big data analytics. We appreciate your continued interest and support.

KUREBAYASHI Yoichi, Professor, Div. of AI & Digital Health Science, Dept. of Social/Community Medicine & Health Science

YAMAGUCHI Yuta, CMX Project Assistant Professor , Div. of Pharmacology, Dept. of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology

I was appointed as a Project Assistant Professor in the Department of Pharmacology in April 2023. My previous research
focused on the innate immune system, particularly its crucial role in frontline defense against infections and inflammatory
conditions. Building upon this experience, I am currently investigating how immune responses and inflammatory processes
triggered by psychological and physiological stress contribute to the pathology of psychiatric and neurological disorders,
such as depression and anxiety, aiming to uncover disease mechanisms and develop innovative therapeutic strategies.
Furthermore, since April 2024, I have been a member of the Center for Medical Transformation (CMX), actively engaging in
cross-disciplinary and translational research integrating immunology and neuroscience. Through my ongoing research, I
hope to establish more effective treatment approaches and improve patients’ quality of life. I greatly appreciate your
continued guidance and support.
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SAMD4B
“Molecular mechanism of cancer progression by SAMD4B and development of therapeutic agents.”

OTANI Junji NISHIMORI Makoto

“Functional analysis of Wnt5a-Ror1 signaling in pancreatic cancer.”
( ) KAMIZAKI Koki ( ) TSUJIMAE Masahiro

“Investigation of circadian rhythm of maternal immune activation model mice.”
TAMADA Kota MASUKO Naohisa

“In vivo multi-sensing during the transition between anesthesia and awareness.”
NAKAI Nobuhiro NISHIMURA Taichi

PERIOD2 (PER2)
“Elucidation of the Mechanism by which Phosphorylation Switches of Clock Protein PERIOD2 (PER2) Control Mood,   
Glucose and Lipid Metabolism, and Circadian Rhythms.”

HIRATA Yu SHIRAFUJI Toshihiko

“Development of novel RAS signalling inhibitors using primary human acute myeloid leukemia cells.” 
MAKINO Yoshiteru MORIMOTO-Kohei

The progress presentation for six projects selected in the FY 2023
under the “Young Researchers Collaborative Research Project,” a
competitive grant program supporting interdisciplinary joint
research by young researchers, was held. This presentation also
served as an interim review of the selected projects, where the
Center‘s Advisory Board later provided written feedback to the
presenters, including commendable aspects, points to be advanced,
and questions. Such efforts to evaluate the progress of selected
projects while indicating specific points for improvement are rare
and have been recognized as a distinctive and excellent activity of
the Center.
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Following the presentations, Professor Shigeo Okabe from the
Graduate School of Medicine at the University of Tokyo, a member
of the Center's Advisory Board, delivered a special lecture titled
"Imaging Synapse and Neural Circuit in Development and Disease."
In the lecture, the importance of synaptic remodeling and neural
circuit formation was explained, incorporating original research
findings. Analyses using super-resolution imaging and two-photon
microscopy were introduced, taking schizophrenia model mice as
an example, and potential links to neural circuit dysfunction in
patients with mental disorders were suggested. The content of the
lecture provided valuable insights for many participants.

( )
”Imaging synapse and neural circuit in development
and disease”

Q A
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Progress Review Meeting for Selected Project of FY 2023
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Selection for Research Project in FY 2024

6 5 2 6 10
6 7

3 2

From May 2nd to June 10th, 2024, the call for proposals for the
"FY2024 Young Researchers Collaborative Research Project" was
conducted, resulting in seven submissions. Following a rigorous
review by the Advisory Board and judges selected from and the
Center’s Steering Committee, three ongoing projects and two new
projects were selected.
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“Molecular mechanism of cancer progression by SAMD4B and development of therapeutic agents.”
OTANI Junji NISHIMORI Makoto

“Functional analysis of Wnt5a-Ror1 signaling in pancreatic cancer.”
( ) KAMIZAKI Koki ( ) TSUJIMAE Masahiro

“In vivo multi-sensing during the transition between anesthesia and awareness.”
NAKAI Nobuhiro NISHIMURA Taichi

“Developing innovative diagnostic systems for early cancer diagnosis.”
TADOKORO Yoshiaki TAKEDA Daisuke

“Development of a method to enhance the activity of anti-GD2 antibodies against neuroblastoma, osteosarcoma,
and Ewing's sarcoma by anti- ” 

TAMURA Akihiro MATSUMOTO Saki

6 9 John.D. Scott
Department of Pharmacology

CMX
Towards an understanding of the pathophysiology of

autism” 5

4

In Septemver 2024, CMX menbers participated in the annual
retreat hosted by the Department of Phamacology at the
University of Washington, USA, upon the invitation of
Professor John D. Scott. Representing the center, Director
Takumi delivered a lecture titled “Towards an understanding
of the pathophysiology of autism,” while five members,
including graduate students, presented posters. Additionally,
prior to the retreat, arrangements were made to visit four
research labs for valuable information gathering.

10 58
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This year, 58 researchers and students from 10 laboratories
participated. Continuing from last year, the theme was "Yutori
(leeway)," and an excursion was organized on the morning of the
second day. Participants enjoyed activities such as cycling, tennis,
and exploring the Hanakasumi Plateau and the Yumebutai, as well
as spending free time with researchers from other laboratories to
foster camaraderie..

KU-UW Alliance Project
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From September 18 to 22, 2024, I participated in the KU-UW Alliance Project, a researcher exchange program between Kobe
University and the University of Washington.
During my visit, I had the opportunity to explore the research conducted in laboratories within the Department of Pharmacology at
the University of Washington, including the Stuber Lab, Golden Lab, and Bruchas Lab. Specifically, I observed cutting-edge
neuroscience experiments, such as single-cell live imaging using two-photon microscopy and automated behavioral analysis systems
utilizing deep learning. This visit provided valuable insights into the practical implementation of these techniques.
Additionally, I had a dinner meeting with Professor Scott, Professor Land, and Assistant Professor Soden, where we exchanged
opinions on education and laboratory management at the University of Washington. In particular, I got valuable insights into research
funding strategies and the decision-making process for student research projects.
Furthermore, I presented a poster at the symposium organized by the Department of Pharmacology. The presentation led to active
discussions based on specific experimental data, allowing me to receive valuable feedback.
The KU-UW Alliance Project was an great opportunity for deepening my understanding of research methodologies and technologies.
In addition, through this project, I managed to strengthen my network with international researchers. I intend to apply the knowledge
and experience gained from this project to my future research, leading to further advancements in my work.

SHINTANI Yusuke, Project Assistant  Professor in Physiology

By participating in the KU-UW Alliance Project, I was able to gain valuable
insights not only into the advanced research and facilities at the University of
Washington, but also into the latest treatments for brain tumors at Seattle
Children’s Hospital. In particular, the visit to Dr. Vitanza’s lab—renowned for its
groundbreaking publications on CAR-T therapy for brain tumors—was especially
meaningful. I had the rare opportunity to receive a direct explanation from Dr.
Vitanza about the lab’s research overview. Moreover, I was able to learn about
the most up-to-date treatment approaches that have yet to be published, as
well as the potential downsides of CAR-T therapy. This kind of knowledge and
experience could only be gained by physically visiting the research site—not
through academic conferences, emails, or online meetings.
I also had the opportunity to briefly introduce the research we are currently
working on, and was even able to secure a positive response regarding the
possibility of future collaboration. If such a joint project were to materialize, it
would not only benefit Kobe University but could also bring significant
advantages to all pediatric brain tumor patients across Japan. This was
undoubtedly the most valuable outcome of the visit.
While the development of the internet has certainly brought the world closer,
this experience reaffirmed the importance of face-to-face interactions, as
demonstrated by the KU-UW Alliance Project.
In closing, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to everyone who made
this project possible.

NISHIMURA Akihiro, Docrtal Student in Pediatrics

As part of the KU-UW Alliance Project, my colleagues and I visited
both the Golden and Stuber labs at the University of Washington. At the
Golden Lab, we were guided by Dr. Sam Golden himself, who introduced
research involving implantable vital sensors and light-sheet microscopy,
and explained tools like SimBA, a leading platform for automated
analysis of mouse behavior. At the Stuber Lab, Dr. Kentaro Ishii kindly
guided us through the lab, and we were introduced to research using
two-photon calcium imaging as well as a custom-built behavioral setup
designed to study mouse taste responses. Both labs were conducting
cutting-edge research, and I was impressed by the high quality of their
work and the active engagement of students and staff. I also had a
productive discussion with Dr. Ishii about our ongoing collaborative
project, particularly focusing on strategies for whole-brain imaging in
autism model mice.
During our stay, we also participated in the Department of Pharmacology
retreat, where I presented a poster and engaged in lively discussions with
researchers. I was especially struck by how actively students asked
questions and initiated discussions, something not often seen at
conferences in Japan. I also had the opportunity to join a lunch
conversation among several PIs at UW, where speaking with Dr. Michael
Bruchas was especially insightful. He shared valuable experiences about
running a lab in the U.S. and mentoring students. This visit deepened our
connection with UW and provided valuable insights that will benefit our
future research. I sincerely hope the collaboration between our
institutions continues to grow and foster mutual development.

NAKAI Nobuhiro, Project Assosiate Professor in Physiology
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The Center for Medical Transformation (CMX) Retreat, "Wakate
Dojo," was held over two days on October 10 and 11, 2024, under
the leadership of Prof. Yasuhiro Minami and operated by an
executive committee composed primarily of young faculty
members. This is the seventh retreat, aiming to provide a
platform for young researchers and students affiliated with our
center to interact, promote new collaborative research, and
revitalize our center.

10 58

2

This year, 58 researchers and students from 10 laboratories
participated. Continuing from last year, the theme was "Yutori
(leeway)," and an excursion was organized on the morning of the
second day. Participants enjoyed activities such as cycling, tennis,
and exploring the Hanakasumi Plateau and the Yumebutai, as well
as spending free time with researchers from other laboratories to
foster camaraderie..

CMX CMX Retreat “Wakate Dojo”

6 10 10 10 11 B

SUZUKI Mao, Docrtal Student in Physiology

As part of this program, we visited the University of Washington. During the visit, we participated in lab tours, a symposium, and a
poster session. One of the most valuable experiences was visiting the Sam Golden Lab and the Garret Stuber Lab. We were given an
overview of their research facilities and experimental techniques, with a particular focus on light sheet imaging using SmartSPIM. We
observed the actual equipment in use while receiving a detailed explanation of the measurement techniques, as well as data
management and statistical analysis. Additionally, We were introduced to two-photon imaging and custom-built experimental devices,
gaining insight into their characteristics and practical applications.
This experience not only deepened my technical understanding but also provided practical knowledge on research methodologies
and data handling. In particular, discussions on appropriate resolution settings for data analysis and the application of efficient
statistical methods were highly relevant and directly applicable to my future research.
Another significant aspect of the visit was the opportunity to interact with researchers and students at the University of Washington.
These exchanges broadened my perspective on research and provided valuable insights for considering future international
collaborations and study abroad opportunities.

I had an opportunity to participate in the KU-UW Alliance Project exchange program held at the University of Washington in Seattle
from September 18 to 22, 2024. On September 18 and 19, I visited the Golden Lab, Stuber Lab, and Bruchas Lab, and all of these labs
are at the forefront of the neuroscience research field. It was very educational for me to observe their advanced equipments and tools.
On September 20, I participated in the UW Pharmacology Retreat. After attending symposium talks by various labs in UW
Pharmacology, I gave a poster presentation on my research. I am studying the pathophysiology of tic disorders using the model mice.
While there were not researchers working on similar topics, the students and faculties of UW were very interested in my presentation,
and actively asked questions about my research. It helped me clarify the issues and points for improvement in my research.

I think opportunities directly visit overseas laboratories, observe their facilities, and interact with their members are rare but deeply
enriching experiences.

KUNO Hiroto, Docrtal Student in Physiology
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Lessons from Experiments

We were pleased to welcome two special guest speakers: Dr.
Hiroshi Ohno, Deputy Director of the RIKEN Center for
Integrative Medical Sciences (IMS) and Team Director of the
Laboratory for Intestinal Ecosystem, and Dr. Akira Kikuchi,
Project Professor at the Center for Infectious Disease Education
and Research, Osaka University. Dr. Ohno delivered a lecture
titled "Host-Gut Microbial Interactions," covering a wide range
of topics on how the gut microbiota is involved in the host's
biological defense, immune system, and diseases. Dr. Kikuchi
gave a lecture titled "Lessons from Experiments: What I Have
Learned at the Faculty of Medicine, Kobe University," sharing
insights gained through his research and discussing the
transition and future prospects of biological, life science, and
medical research. Both lectures provided valuable insights for
young researchers and students aspiring to pursue research,
and we believe they greatly inspired the young researchers
and students who attended.

9

All participating students were allowed to present in one of
the following formats: oral presentation, poster presentation,
or flash talk, to encourage active participation and discussion
among students. A survey was conducted beforehand to
determine the preferred presentation format, and the results
showed that motivation was very high, with more participants
than expected expressing a preference for oral presentations.
As a result, the presentation schedule became tight, but all
presentations were of high quality.

Finally, Professor Toru Takumi, the Center Director, provided a
closing evaluation, noting that the event was meaningful for
fostering deeper connections. Dr. Kikuchi also commented that
such a young-researcher-led event is highly significant, and the
conference concluded successfully.

KAMIZAKI Koki, Assistant Professor, Div. of  Cell Physiology

6 ( )
( )

10

It is a huge experience to participate in the CMX Retreat
“Wakate Dojo”, held on October 10th-11th 2024. The scientific
discussion is very alive and wonderful. I’ve got so many new
lessons, valuable insight, and constructive feedback for our
research project on the Hepatitis B virus. Not only the
scientific side, the nature and surrounding area around our
hotel on Awaji Island is also very fascinating.
I feel honored to receive the Best Presenter Award. Although I
think almost all the research presented by students and staff
was inspiring. I’ve been attending this retreat three times from
2022 to 2024. This time would be my last participation. Allow
me to sincerely express my gratitude to all of the teachers,
staff, and students who organized this meeting. I would also
express my sincere gratitude to Prof. Ikuo Shoji, M.D., Ph.D.,
and all my mentors in the Division of Infectious Disease
Control for always supporting my research activity. With my
utmost gratitude, GN Rsi Suwardana

Gede Ngurah Rsi Suwardana, 
Doctoral Student, Div. of Infectious Disease Control 

I am Yuki Okuda, a fourth-year PhD student in the Division
of Pharmacology. I am sincerely grateful to the administrative
staff, the organizer Dr. Minami, the executive committee chair
Dr. Kamizaki, Dr. Furuyashiki, and the other members of the
executive committee for organizing the CMX retreat “Wakate
Dojo” at the Awaji Yumebutai International Conference Center
on October 10th. Receiving the poster presentation award at
this event was a great honor and a deeply rewarding
experience. Participating in “Wakate Dojo” has always been a
highlight of my academic journey. As this was my third time
attending, I appreciated the chance to engage with fellow
researchers and graduate students from various disciplines
within the Center for Medical Transformation at Kobe
University. Events like these are rare opportunities to connect
with individuals from research groups I don’t often interact
with, making each session a unique experience. The informal
social gatherings, paired with wonderful meals, created the
perfect environment to share updates with colleagues and
form new connections. The poster session stood out as a
particularly valuable part of the retreat. Receiving insightful
questions and constructive advice from researchers with
diverse perspectives significantly enriched my understanding
of my own work. In turn, attending other participants’
presentations and engaging in casual discussions was equally
enjoyable and informative. The lectures also made a profound
impact. Dr. Kikuchi’s passionate approach to research was
inspiring, while Dr. Ohno’s discussion of the host-microbiota
interactions, a field of increasing significance, was
enlightening. Hearing from such esteemed experts has left
me with new ideas and perspectives to explore. Overall, this
retreat reaffirmed the importance of interdisciplinary
exchanges in advancing research. I am grateful for the chance
to participate and look forward to continuing to be part of
such enriching opportunities.

OKUDA Yuki, PhD Student, Division of Pharmacology

I would like to express my gratitude to Prof. Minami, the
organizing committee members, and Ms. Haneda and Ms.
Amo from the Research Support Division for planning and
hosting the 'Wakate-dojo' workshop.
I had the opportunity to present in both the oral session and
the poster session during this workshop. It was my first time
giving an oral presentation as a graduate student, so I was
quite nervous. However, I am honored to have received such a
prestigious award. I received many questions and valuable
advice from a variety of perspectives thanks to the
participation of researchers from diverse fields. This feedback
was highly informative and enlightening. Additionally, I had
the chance to listen to fascinating research presentations by
fellow graduate students of a similar age, which greatly
inspired my motivation for research.
During this event, I spent a relaxing and fulfilling two days in a
natural environment away from the city. During the excursion,
I visited Awaji Hanasajiki and thoroughly enjoyed the
breathtaking view of flowers. I was also able to deepen my
connections with researchers from various laboratories at
Kobe University through this program. As I will still be a
graduate student next year, I would love to participate in the
'Wakate-dojo' workshop again.

KUNO Hiroto, Doctoral Student in Div. of Physiology  

I am honored to have received the Best Presentation Award
at the CMX Retreat "Wakate-Dojo."
This event provided an invaluable opportunity to share my
research on the role of parvalbumin neurons in the insular
cortex (IC) in processing social information. Presenting my
findings to a diverse audience of researchers allowed me to
receive constructive feedback and engage in stimulating
discussions that will help refine my work. Throughout the
retreat, I was particularly impressed by the breadth of research
topics and the depth of scientific discussions. The environment
fostered open exchange, which was both intellectually
stimulating and inspiring. I sincerely appreciate the insightful
questions and comments from both the faculty and fellow
participants, which helped me view my research from different
perspectives.
Receiving this award has reinforced my motivation to further
explore the neural circuits
underlying social behavior. I am grateful for the support and
encouragement from my mentors, colleagues, and the CMX
community. Moving forward, I hope to build on this experience
and contribute further to the field of neuroscience.
I would like to express my gratitude to the organizers of the
CMX Retreat for creating such an enriching platform for young
researchers. I look forward to future opportunities to engage
in similar academic exchanges.

FUJIMA Shuhei, Doctoral Student, Div. of Physiology 

Participation Reflection from the Best Presentation Awardees

Rsi
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CMX Workshop “Emergence Conference”

On November 18, 2024, the 5th Emergence Conference took place
at Shinryoku Kaikan Memorial Hall at Kobe University. This
conference aimed to bring together leading researchers in Japan to
share their highly original research findings, gain insights into the
latest research trends, explore novel perspectives including clinical
applications, and foster opportunities for new collaborative research.
The theme of the 5th conference, “Frontiers in Bioimaging: Novel
Technological Developments and Biological Applications,” focused
on the rapidly advancing field of bioimaging, a crucial discipline for
visualizing biological structures and life phenomena. This field drives
innovation across a wide spectrum, from basic biological and medical
research to clinical applications.

The conference began with opening remarks and a mini-lecture by
Professor Junichi Kikuta (Department of Immunology), who also
served as the organizer. He provided an overview of the current state
and future prospects of bioimaging research. This was followed by
presentations from Professor Hiroshi Yukawa of Nagoya University,
who discussed advanced imaging diagnostic and therapeutic
technologies leveraging nano quantum sensors, and Professor
Keisuke Goda from the University of Tokyo, who delivered a uniquely
creative talk titled “Where is Wally in the cells?” that introduced
innovative imaging techniques for cellular structures. Next, Professor
Kohei Otomo of Juntendo University showcased cutting-edge
advancements in the 3D fluorescence microscopy for visualizing fine
structures within biological tissues. Finally, Professor Moritoshi Sato
of the University of Tokyo provided an in-depth explanation of
optogenetics and other pioneering technologies in the context of
creating optical manipulation methods for life phenomena.

In the latter part of the conference, Professor Ritsuko Morita from
Osaka University and Professor Yusuke Ohba from Hokkaido
University presented their groundbreaking research. To close the
event, Professor Takeharu Nagai from the Institute of Scientific and
Industrial Research at Osaka University delivered an inspiring special
lecture titled “Introduction to the Quest for ‘Outliers’ – Development of
the Trans-Scale Scope and Its Application to Life Science Research.”
This highlighted a revolutionary microscopy technology with the
potential to transform life sciences.
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Throughout the event, dynamic discussions and exchanges of
ideas unfolded, encompassing topics from fundamental bioimaging
technologies to their clinical applications. We are pleased to report
that the conference successfully achieved its objectives, and we
extend our heartfelt gratitude to all the speakers, participants, and
contributors who made this event a success.

TADOKORO Yoshiaki, CMX Project Assistant Professor, Div. of  immunology

Opening Remarks and Mini Lecture

Junichi Kikuta Professor, Div. of Immunology, Graduate School of Medicine, Kobe University

Hiroshi Yukawa Designated professor, Institute of Innovation for Future Society, Nagoya University

Where is Wally in the cells?

Keisuke Goda Professor, Department of Chemistry, Graduate School of Science, The University of Tokyo

Novel 3D fluorescence microscopy to visualize internal microstructures of biological tissues

Kohei Otomo Associate Professor, Graduate School of Medicine, Juntendo University

Manipulating biological processes by light

Moritoshi Sato Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, The University of Tokyo

Single-cell resolution live imaging of skin and hair follicles

Ritsuko Morita Associate Professor, Graduate School of Frontier Biosciences, Osaka University

Yusuke Ohba Professor, Graduate School of Medicine Division of Medicine, Hokkaido University

Takeharu Nagai Professor, SANKEN (The Institute of Scientific and Industrial Research), Osaka University

Toru Takumi Director, Center for Medical Transformation, Graduate School of Medicine, Kobe University Professor, 
Div. of Phisiology, Graduate School of Medicine, Kobe University

Mini Lecture
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Kobe University-RIKEN BDR Joint Symposium

The joint symposium was attended by a total of 102 researchers
from Kobe University and RIKEN BDR, and these participants were
larger than those of the previous symposium. Nine oral
presentations were given, including four by young researchers and
four by women researchers.

Specifically, we asked Dr. Chisako Sakuma and Dr. Asami Oaza from
RIKEN BDR to make presentations as young researchers, and Dr.
Masayuki Oginuma and Dr. Shuichi Onami as PIs. In addition, we
asked Dr. Tomoko Horinouchi and Dr. Satomi Komori from Kobe
University to make presentations as young researchers, and
Dr.Masakazu Shinohara and Dr. Junichi Kikuta as PIs. Finally, we
asked Dr. Masamichi Muramatsu from the Institute of Biomedical
Research and Innovation to make a presentation as PI.

There were totally 45 poster presentations (19 from RIKEN BRD and
26 from Kobe University), and actively discussed to each other. The
number of poster presentations was also higher than that of the
previous symposium.

We were able to have a first reception after the coronavirus
epidemic has subsided. The symposium might become a good
opportunity for face-to-face exchanges and is expected to promote
further research exchanges between Kobe University, RIKEN BDR,
and the Institute of Biomedical Research and Innovation in the future.

SUZUKI Akira, Professor, Div. of  Molecular and Cellular Biology

6 ( )
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13:00 Opening Remarks
Takamichi Murakami, Dean of the Graduate  School of Medicine, KU
Toru Takumi, Director of Center for Medical Transformation, KU

Session 1  chair: Ichiro Hiratani(BDR), Shuichi Onami(BDR)
13:05 Comprehensive understanding of blood-feeding process from initiation to completion in the dengue 

mosquito, Aedes aegypti
Chisako Sakuma (Laboratory for Nutritional Biology, BDR)

13:25 Chrono-Developmental Biology: Decoding the Enigma of Embryonic Time
Masayuki Oginuma (Chrono-Developmental Biology RIKEN ECL Research Team, BDR)

Session 2  chair: Kazunari Miyamichi(BDR), Sa Kan Yoo (BDR)
13:45 Biological image data science: its resources and applications

Shuichi Onami (Laboratory for Developmental Dynamics, BDR)
14:05 Proper nuclear compartment organization is required for DNA replication control

Asami Oji (Laboratory for Developmental Epigenetics, BDR)
14:25 Stress-induced stenotic vascular remodeling via reduction of plasma omega-3 fatty acid metabolite 4-

oxoDHA reduction by noradrenaline
Masakazu Shinohara (Div. of Molecular Epidemiology , KU)

15:00 Poster Session
Session 3 chair: Yoji Murata(KU), Jyunji Otani(KU)

16:30 Molecular genetic studies in Hereditary kidney diseases and Nephrotic syndrome
Tomoko Horinouchi Div. of Pediatorics/ Center for Perinatal Care, KU )

16:50
Satomi Komori (Div. of  Molecular and Cellular Signaling, KU)

Session 4  Chair: Ikuo Shoji(KU), Ryo Nitta, (KU)
17:10 Dynamic analysis of tissue remodeling and fibrosis by intravital imaging techniques

Junichi Kikuta (Div. of Immunology, KU )
17:30 How Hepatitis B virus establishes a viral nuclear episome, covalently closed circular (ccc)DNA in 

infected hepatocytes?
Masamichi Muramatsu (Div. of Infectious Disease Controle, KU / Dept. of Infectious Disease Research,FBRI)

17:50 Closing Remarks
Eisuke Nishida, Director of RIKEN BDR

break (KU) (BDR) CMX
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CMX Short-term Dispatch/Invitation Program for International Collaborative Research

In June 2024, I visited the University of Zurich in Switzerland with
support from the International Joint Research Short-Term Dispatch
and Invitation Program. I specialize in nuclear medicine, a field of
diagnostic imaging, and my research focuses particularly on images
acquired using PET/MR, an advanced hybrid imaging technology. The
University of Zurich was the first institution in the world to introduce a
PET/MR system in 2011, making it an ideal partner for collaborative
research with Kobe University, which also has the same system.

CMX undertakes an initiative to support travel expenses for sending
outstanding young reseachers, who have the potential to shape the
center’s future and engage in progressive research, abroad or
invitinting them from oversease. From FY 2024, it has newly started a
support program to invite world-class researchers, conducting a total
of six projects – two dispatches and four invitations.

category name affiliation to / from Duration

dispatch INOUE Junko Diagnostic Rediology to University Hospital of Zurich, Switzerland Jun. 28- Jul. 4, 2024

Invitation
(world-class)

Colleen A 
McClung

Physiology & Cell 
Biology

from Unicersity of Pittsburgh School of 
Medicine, USA Nov. 11 -14, 2024

invitation Behzad Najafian Nephrology from the University of Washington, the USA Sept. 4 – 6, 2024

invitation Michell McNulty Pediatrics from the Boston Children's Hospital, the USA Oct. 1 – 9, 2024

invitation Jiwon M. Lee Pediatrics from YongSan District Public Healthcare 
Center Seoul, Republic of Korea Feb. 17 – Mar.2, 2025 

invitation OBATA Yuki Neural Differentiation 
& Regeneration

from UT Southwestern Medical Center, the 
USA March 21 – 31, 2024

The purpose of this visit was to assess the feasibility of future joint
research by reviewing the facilities and research frameworks at both
institutions. I found that the PET/MR system at the University of
Zurich is a more recent version, which highlighted the need for an
update at our own institution. I also learned that Switzerland has very
strict data protection regulations, presenting significant challenges for
data sharing. Identifying these issues was highly valuable, and
engaging in open discussions with local researchers further
strengthened my motivation for international collaboration.

As a result, I was able to undertake a short-term research stay at the
University of Zurich in March 2025, during which I engaged in
multiple collaborative studies. I am deeply grateful for the support
that made this important step possible.

PET/MR
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TAKUMI Toru, Div. of Physiology
As part of the International Collaborative Research Short-Term

Invitation Program of the Center for Medical Transformation, Professor
Colleen A. McClung from the University of Pittsburgh School of
Medicine was invited to visit Kobe from November 7 to 14, 2024.
Professor McClung is an internationally renowned expert in the field of
psychiatry and chronobiology, highly recognized for her pioneering
research on the relationship between circadian rhythms and psychiatric
disorders.

During her stay, Professor McClung visited multiple laboratories,
including physiology, psychiatry, pharmacology, and neurodevelopment
and regeneration, where she engaged in active academic discussions
with faculty members and graduate students. On November 12, she
delivered a lecture titled “Circadian Genes, Rhythms and the Biology
of Psychiatric Disorders” at the Shinryoku-kaikan Hall, attracting a
large audience from across the school. The event concluded with a
lively Q&A session and open discussion, providing a valuable
opportunity for educational and research exchange. In addition to
academic engagements, Professor McClung also participated in a
cultural excursion to Himeji Castle and joined on-campus social
gatherings. These activities helped foster interdisciplinary networking
and contributed to the expansion of frameworks for international
collaborative research. This invitation significantly promoted international
academic exchange and is expected to serve as a foundation for
continued collaboration in both research and education.

Photo 2, from left
Urs Albrecht, Colleen McClung, Kana Yamamoto

Photo 1, 
Colleen McClung (Left), Toru Takumi (Right)

FUJII Hideki, Div. of Nephrology

Fabry disease is an X-linked genetic disorder characterized by a
deficiency of -galactosidase A, leading to the accumulation of
globotriaosylceramide (Gb3) in various organs. As the disease
progresses, this accumulation can result in multiorgan failure. Our
objective is to identify optimal methods for assessing organ damage in
Fabry disease by performing detailed histopathological analyses using
image analysis software, and to examine the correlation of these
findings with blood and urinary biomarkers as well as physiological test
results. We also aim to elucidate the underlying mechanisms of organ
damage progression. To facilitate the smooth execution of this research,
we invited Professor Najafian from the University of Washington, a
world-renowned expert in this field.

Professor Najafian and his team, have developed a method to
quantitatively and three-dimensionally evaluate organ damage using
pathological specimens of organs such as the kidney through
computer-assisted image analysis. In this study, we will use electron
microscopy specimens to analyze podocyte volume and Gb3
accumulation using imaging software, and calculate the volume density
of Gb3 within glomerular podocytes.
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Similar evaluations will be performed on vascular endothelial cells and
vascular smooth muscle cells in various organs. Additionally, we plan to
carry out quantitative and semi-quantitative analyses of damage using
light microscopy specimens, flow cytometric measurement of urinary
podocyte count, and measurement of urinary lyso-Gb3 levels.

To obtain expert pathological opinions on Fabry disease and kidney
pathology, we held a case conference. English-language presentations
and discussions by junior to mid-career physicians provided valuable
experience and were met with meaningful feedback from Professor
Najafian. Furthermore, he delivered a special lecture offering in-depth
insights into current Fabry disease research. Many physicians from
outside our institution also attended, gaining exposure to cutting-edge
findings in the field.

We also held a research meeting to discuss the future direction of our
collaborative project. This visit was a fruitful experience for our
department members, reinforcing the importance of international
exchange, communication in English, and the execution of global
collaborative research.

We believe that regular support for similar opportunities would further
strengthen our relationship with the University of Washington, our
sister institution, and promote continued academic exchange and
collaborative research including recurring international fellowships.

Najafian

NAGANO China, Div. of Pediatrics

With the generous support of the CMX International Collaborative Short-Term Invitation
Program, we had the honor of inviting Dr. Michelle McNulty from the Sampson Lab at Boston
Children’s Hospital to Kobe University from November 14 to 28, 2024. Dr. McNulty is a
specialist in biostatistics and has played a central role in international genome analysis
studies on nephrotic syndrome.

, McNulty

Jiwon M. Lee

During her visit, we engaged in meaningful discussions on various topics essential to our
collaborative research. These included methodologies for handling genome data, the
formulation of new research plans aimed at elucidating the causes of nephrotic syndrome,
and the development of a comparative analysis framework incorporating Japanese patient
data.
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In addition, Dr. McNulty kindly participated in a discussion session
with our junior researchers and graduate students, offering valuable
insights into statistical analysis and the practicalities of conducting
international collaborative research. These exchanges provided an
enriching learning experience for all participants.

Moving forward, we aim to further advance genome analyses by
integrating cohorts from both Japan and the United States. Our goal is
to identify genetic markers characteristic of nephrin autoantibody-
positive cases, contributing to improved diagnostic accuracy and the
realization of personalized medicine.

Progress in International Collaborative Research on Childhood
Nephrotic Syndrome
Childhood nephrotic syndrome is a rare kidney disease characterized

by impaired kidney function and excessive protein loss in the urine.
Most cases respond to steroid treatment, but many patients experience
frequent relapses, highlighting the urgent need for more fundamental
treatment strategies. Through large-scale genome-wide association
studies (GWAS) in Japanese pediatric patients, we identified NPHS1 as a
susceptibility gene associated with the onset of the disease. We also
found that abnormalities in this gene increase the risk of developing
nephrotic syndrome.

Recently, autoantibodies targeting “nephrin,” the protein encoded by
NPHS1, have been implicated in disease onset and relapse, attracting
global attention. We have already investigated the prevalence of these
anti-nephrin antibodies among Japanese patients and successfully
developed a novel staining technique that allows for their rapid
detection.

In collaboration with researchers in Korea, we have now launched an
international study to conduct similar antibody testing, genetic analyses,
and kidney tissue examinations. By comparing data from Japan and
Korea, we hope to further elucidate the disease mechanisms and
contribute to the development of more effective treatments.

HORINOUCHI Tomoko, Div. of Pediatrics

ENOMOTO Hideki, Div. of Neural Differentiation & Regeneration

Thanks to the CMX International Collaborative Research Short-Term
Invitation Program, we had the opportunity to invite Dr. Yuki Obata
from UT Southwestern Medical Center (February 17–26, 2025). Dr.
Obata is an Assistant Professor heading a laboratory in the
Departments of Immunology and Neuroscience, and is a rising research
leader in the field of gut-mediated regulation of bodily homeostasis.

During his stay at Kobe University, Dr. Obata visited several
laboratories in related fields within the Graduate School of Medicine,
engaging in fruitful exchanges and discussions on potential
collaborative research. On February 21, he gave an invited lecture
presenting his latest findings at the 11th Neuroscience Network in
Kobe Symposium. At the symposium, researchers from Japan and
abroad working in the field of neural regulation of homeostasis shared
advanced results, and lively discussions continued through to the
reception. I truly felt that this invitation significantly contributed to
international exchange in this area of research. I sincerely appreciate
CMX’s support for making this possible.
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Collaborative and Contract Researches, and Results that Contribute to Iinnovation Creations

Major Papers

Yoshihiro Kakeji, Hiroyuki Yamamoto, Masayuki Watanabe, Koji Kono, Hideki Ueno, Yuichiro Doki, Yuko Kitagawa, Hiroya Takeuchi,
Ken Shirabe, Yasuyuki Seto. Outcome research on esophagectomy analyzed using nationwide databases in Japan: evidences
generated from real-world data. Esophagus. 2024 Aug :21(4)(4)411-418. DOI: 10.1007/s10388-024-01080-w. PMID: 39158676.

Shoji Miyako, Yu-ichiro Koma, Takashi Nakanishi, Shuichi Tsukamoto, Keitaro Yamanaka, Nobuaki Ishihara, Yuki Azumi, Satoshi
Urakami, Masaki Shimizu, Takayuki Kodama, Mari Nishio, Manabu Shigeoka, Yoshihiro Kakeji, Hiroshi Yokozaki. Periostin in
Cancer-Associated Fibroblasts Promotes Esophageal Squamous Cell Carcinoma Progression by Enhancing Cancer and
Stromal Cell Migration. The American Journal of Pathology. 2024 May :194(5)(5)828-848.DOI: 10.1016/j.ajpath.2023.12.010. PMID:
38320632.

Takashi Nakanishi, Yu-ichiro Koma, Shoji Miyako, Rikuya Torigoe, Hiroki Yokoo, Masaki Omori, Keitaro Yamanaka, Nobuaki Ishihara,
Shuichi Tsukamoto, Takayuki Kodama, Mari Nishio, Manabu Shigeoka, Hiroshi Yokozaki, Yoshihiro Kakeji. AREG Upregulation in
Cancer Cells via Direct Interaction with Cancer-Associated Fibroblasts Promotes Esophageal Squamous Cell Carcinoma
Progression Through EGFR-Erk/p38 MAPK Signaling. Cells. 2024 Oct :13(20)1733-1733. DOI: 10.3390/cells13201733. PMID:
39451251.

Jatin P Shah, Helena Levyn, Cristina Valero, Dauren Adilbay, Alana Eagan, Junting Zheng, Mithat Gonen, Marc Cohen, Snehal Patel,
Ian Ganly, Prathamesh Pai, Paolo Castelnuovo, Fang Ju Gao, Cesare Piazza, Piero Nicolai, Ben Panizza, James Bowman, Catherine
Barnett, Luiz P Kowalski, Ronaldo Toledo, Dan M Fliss, John DeAlmeida, Ian Witterick, Philippe Herman, Walter Fontanella, Gregorio
Sanchez Aniceto, Sefik Hosal, Serdar Ozer, Subramania Iyer, Richard Harvey, C Rene Leemans, Jan-Jaap Hendrickx, Marcelo Figari,
Luis Boccalatte, Ken-Ichi Nibu, Peter Clarke, Catherine Rennie, Zhu Yi Ming, Claudio Cernea, Sergio Goncalves, Rodney Schlosser,
Fernando Dias, Zoukaa Sargi, Shahzada Ahmed, Wojciech Golusinski, Se Heon Kim, Shirley Y Su, Shaan M Raza, Franco DeMonte,
Ehab Hanna. Skull base surgery for malignant tumors: The 2nd international collaborative study (1995-2015). HEAD NECK.
2024 Nov:46(11)2762-2775-.DOI: 10.1002/hed.27746. PMID: 38770972.

Ken-Ichi Nibu, Nobuhiko Oridate, Yuki Saito, Montserrat Roset, Marta Forés Maresma, Daniel Cuadras, Edith Morais, Craig Roberts,
Ya-Ting Chen, Jacque Spitzer, Kayo Sato, Itori Saito, Ichiro Tazaki, Omar Clavero, Lea Schroeder, Laia Alemany, Hisham Mehanna,
Haitham Mirghani, Anna R Giuliano, Miquel Angel Pavón, Tim Waterboe. Human papillomavirus-driven head and neck cancers
in Japan during 2008-2009 and 2018-2019: The BROADEN study. Cancer Sci. 2024 Aug:115(8)2808-2818-.DOI:10.1111/
cas.16230. PMID: 38847353.

Makiko Hara, Sumiyo Saburi, Natsumi Uehara, Takahiro Tsujikawa, Mie Kubo, Tatsuya Furukawa, Masanori Teshima, Hirotaka
Shinomiya, Shigeru Hirano, Ken-Ichi Nibu. Induction of Immunological Antitumor Effects by the Combination of Adenovirus-
Mediated Gene Transfer of B7-1 and Anti-Programmed Cell Death-1 Antibody in a Murine Squamous Cell Carcinoma
Model. CANCERS. 2024 :16(7)-.DOI: 10.3390/cancers16071359. PMID: 38611038.

Koki Kamizaki, Yasuhiro Minami, Michiru Nishita. Role of the Ror family receptors in Wnt5a signaling. In Vitro Cell Dev Biol Anim.
2024 May;60(5):489-501. DOI: 10.1007/s11626-024-00885-4. PMID: 38587578.

Koki Kamizaki, Mitsuko Katsukawa, Ayano Yamamoto, So-Ichiro Fukada, Akiyoshi Uezumi, Mitsuharu Endo, Yasuhiro Minami. Ror2
signaling regulated by differential Wnt proteins determines pathological fate of muscle mesenchymal progenitors. Cell
Death Dis. 2024 Oct;15(10)784. DOI: 10.1038/s41419-024-07173-9. PMID: 39468010.
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Emma Tabe Eko Niba, Hiroyuki Awano, Noriyuki Nishimura, Hiroshi Koide, Masafumi Matsuo, Masakazu Shinohara. Differential
metabolic secretion between muscular dystrophy mouse-derived spindle cell sarcomas and rhabdomyosarcomas drives
tumor type development. Am J Physiol Cell Physiol. 2024 Jul;327(1):C34-C47. DOI: 10.1152/ajpcell.00523.2023. PMID: 38646787.

Naoya Kuwahara, Manabu Nagao, Masakazu Shinohara, Kenta Kaneshiro, Takuo Emoto, Takeshi Yoshida, Terunobu Fukuda, Makoto
Nishimori, Seimi Satomi-Kobayashi, Hiromasa Otake, Ken-Ichi Hirata, Tatsuro Ishida, Ryuji Toh. ACLY Promotes Cardiac Fibrosis
via the Regulation of DNL and Histone Acetylation. Hypertension. 2025 Mar:82(6).DOI: 10.1161/hypertensionaha.124.24088.

Yushi Hirota, Yasumasa Kakei, Junta Imai, Hideki Katagiri, Ken Ebihara, Jun Wada, Junichi Suzuki, Tatsuhiko Urakami, Takashi Omori,
Wataru Ogawa. A Multicenter, Open-Label, Single-Arm Trial of the Efficacy and Safety of Empagliflozin Treatment for
Refractory Diabetes Mellitus with Insulin Resistance (EMPIRE-01). Diabetes Ther. 2024 :15(2)533-545-.DOI: 10.1007/s13300-
023-01526-x. PMID: 38216831.

Kazuhiro Nomura, Shinichi Kinoshita, Nao Mizusaki, Yoko Senga, Tsutomu Sasaki, Tadahiro Kitamura, Hiroshi Sakaue, Aki Emi,
Tetsuya Hosooka, Masahiro Matsuo, Hitoshi Okamura, Taku Amo, Alexander M Wolf , Naomi Kamimura, Shigeo Ohta, Tomoo Itoh,
Yoshitake Hayashi, Hiroshi Kiyonari, Anna Krook, Juleen R Zierath, Masato Kasuga, Wataru Ogawa. Adaptive gene expression of
alternative splicing variants of PGC-1 regulates whole-body energy metabolism. Mol Metab. 2024 Aug;86:101968. DOI:
10.1016/j.molmet.2024.101968. PMID: 38885788.

Yushi Hirota, Yasumasa Kakei, Junta Imai, Hideki Katagiri, Ken Ebihara, Jun Wada, Junichi Suzuki, Tatsuhiko Urakami, Takashi Omori,
Wataru Ogawa. A multicenter, open-label, single-arm trial of the long-term safety of empagliflozin treatment for refractory
diabetes mellitus with insulin resistance (EMPIRE-02). J Diabetes Investig. 2024 Sept;15(9):1211-1219. DOI: 10.1111/jdi.14226.
PMID: 38702973.

Kenji Emura, Ryo Nitta, Takamitsu Arakawa. Innervation of the human sternoclavicular joint. Clin Anat. 2024 Aug. DOI: 10.1002/
ca.24209. PMID:39141520.

Sunjidmaa Zolzaya, Dai Ihara, Munkhsoyol Erkhembaatar, Shinsuke Ochiai, Ayaka Isa, Mariko Nishibe, Jean-Pierre Bellier, Takahiro
Shimizu, Satoshi Kikkawa, Ryo Nitta, Yu Katsuyama. Neuronal Populations Involved in Motor Function Show Prominent
Expression of Sbno1 During Postnatal Brain Development. J Dev Biol. 2025 Jan;13(1):3. DOI: 10.3390/jdb13010003.
PMID:39982356.

Hiroaki Kajiho, Toshiaki Sakisaka. Degradation of STIM1 through FAM134B-mediated ER-phagy is potentially involved in cell
proliferation. J Biol. Chem. 2024 Sep :300(9):107674. DOI: 10.1016/j.jbc.2024.107674. PMID: 39128711.

Brain & Mind

Rui Yamada, Hirotaka Nagai, Io Horikawa, Wenran Qiu, Yunhui Zhu, Kohei Ota, Tomoyuki Furuyashiki. C57BL/6J and C57BL/6N
mice show distinct aging-associated behavioral alterations. J Pharmacol Sci. 2025 Feb; 157(2): 124-129. DOI: 10.1016/j.jphs.
2025.01.002. PMID:39828392.

Yuki Okuda, Dongrui Li, Yuzuki Maruyama, Hirokazu Sonobe, Tomoyuki Mano, Kazuki Tainaka, Ryota Shinohara, Tomoyuki
Furuyashiki. The activation of the piriform cortex to lateral septum pathway during chronic social defeat stress is crucial for
the induction of behavioral disturbance in mice. Neuropsychopharmacology. Epub 2024 Dec. DOI: 10.1038/s41386-024-02034-7.
PMID: 39638863.

Takashi Sasayama, Takeshi Hamada, Kazuhiro Tanaka, Hiroaki Nagashima, Shunsuke Yamanishi, Takehiko Ueyama. Potential of
GSPT1 as a novel target for glioblastoma therapy. Cell Death Dis. 2024 Aug 15(8):572. DOI: 10.1038/s41419-024-06967-1.
PMID:39117611.

Naoko Adachi, Douglas T Hess, Takehiko Ueyama. A facile assay for zDHHC palmitoyl transferase activation elucidates effects
of mutation and modification. J Lipid Res. 2025 Feb;66(2):100743. DOI: 10.1016/j.jlr.2025.100743. PMID: 39800157.

Takeshi Saji, Mitsuharu Endo, Yasushi Okada, Yasuhiro Minami, Michiru Nishita. KIF1C facilitates retrograde transport of
lysosomes through Hook3 and dynein. Commun Biol. 2024 Oct;7(1)1305-1305. DOI: 10.1038/s42003-024-07023-6. PMID:
39394274.

Hiroki Hikasa, Kohichi Kawahara, Masako Inui, Yukichika Yasuki, Keita Yamashita, Kohei Otsubo, Shojiro Kitajima, Miki Nishio,
Kazunari Arima, Motoyoshi Endo , Masanori Taira, Akira Suzuki. A highly sensitive reporter system to monitor endogenous
YAP1/TAZ activity and its application in various human cells. Cancer Sci. 2024 Oct;115(10):3370-3383. DOI: 10.1111/cas.16316.
PMID: 39155534.

Kotaro Sato, Ming Yang, Kae Nakamura, Hiromasa Tanaka, Masaru Hori, Miki Nishio, Akira Suzuki, Hideharu Hibi, Shinya Toyokuni.
Ferroptosis induced by plasma-activated RingerFerroptosis induced by plasma-activated Ringer’s lactate solution prevents
oral cancer progression’s lactate solution prevents oral cancer progression. Oral Dis. 2024 :30(3)-.DOI: 10.1111/odi.14827.
PMID: 38047766.

Metabolism
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Siti Qamariyah Khairunisa, Dwi Wahyu Indriati, Ni Luh Ayu Megasari, Shuhei Ueda, Tomohiro Kotaki, Muhamad Fahmi, Masahiro Ito,
Brian Eka Rachman, Afif Nurul Hidayati, Nasronudin, Masanori Kameoka. Spatial-temporal transmission dynamics of HIV-1
CRF01_AE in Indonesia. Sci Rep. 2024 May; 14(1):9917. DOI: 10.1038/s41598-024-59820-y. PMID: 38730038.

Brian Eka Rachman, Siti Qamariyah Khairunisa, Citrawati Dyah Kencono Wungu, Tri Pudy Asmarawati, Musofa Rusli, Bramantono, M
Vitanata Arfijanto, Usman Hadi, Masanori Kameoka, Nasronudin. Low clinical impact of HIV drug resistance mutations in oral
pre-exposure prophylaxis: a systematic review and meta-analysis. AIDS Res Ther. 2024 Jun; 21(1):37. DOI: 10.1186/s12981-024-
00627-2. PMID: 38844950.

Takuya Tada, Yanzhao Zhang, Dechuan Kong, Michiko Tanaka, Weitong Yao, Masanori Kameoka, Takamasa Ueno, Hideaki Fujita,
Kenzo Tokunaga. Further Characterization of the Antiviral Transmembrane Protein MARCH8. Cells. 2024 Apr 13(8):689. DOI:
10.3390/cells13080698. PMID: 38667313.

Sonoko Saito, Yuki Saito, Showbu Sato, Satomi Aoki, Harumi Fujita, Yoshihiro Ito, Noriko Ono, Takeru Funakoshi, Tomoko Kawai,
Hisato Suzuki, Takashi Sasaki, Tomoyo Tanaka, Masukazu Inoie, Kenichiro Hata, Keisuke Kataoka, Kenjiro Kosaki, Masayuki Amagai,
Kazuhiko Nakabayashi, Akiharu Kubo. Gene-specific somatic epigenetic mosaicism of FDFT1 underlies a non-hereditary
localized form of porokeratosis. Am J Hum Genet. 2024 May ; 111(5):896-912. DOI: 10.1016/j.ajhg.2024.03.017. PMID: 38653249.

Akiharu Kubo. History and prospects of Nagashima-type palmoplantar keratosis, the most common palmoplantar
keratoderma in east Asian populations. J Dermatol. 2025 Mar; 52(3):408-415. DOI: 10.1111/1346-8138.17552. PMID: 39749860.

Masanori Gonda, Atsuhiro Masuda, Takashi Kobayashi, Takao Iemoto, Saori Kakuyama, Takeshi Ezaki, Takuya Ikegawa, Yuichi Hirata,
Hidetaka Tsumura, Kyohei Ogisu, Ryota Nakano, Seiji Fujigaki, Takashi Nakagawa, Megumi Takagi, Kodai Yamanaka, Yu Sato, Koichi
Fujita, Keisuke Furumatsu, Takao Kato, Arata Sakai, Hideyuki Shiomi, Tsuyoshi Sanuki, Yoshifumi Arisaka, Yoshihiro Okabe, Hirochika
Toyama, Keitaro Sofue, Yuzo Kodama. Temporal progression of pancreatic cancer computed tomography findings until
diagnosis: A large-scale multicenter study. United European Gastroenterol J. 2024 Jul;12(6)761-771. DOI: 10.1002/ueg2.12557.
PMID: 38451583. Epub 2024 Mar 7.

Shunkou Kurasawa, Akira Ganaha, Shinya Ayabe, Atsushi Yoshiki, Fumiya Kawama, Shota Kitayama, Keiji Tabuchi, Kouhei Yamashita,
Takehiko Ueyama. Hearing loss occurs prior to thrombocytopenia in both mice and humans with DFNA1. FASEB J. 2025
Jan39(2):e70309. DOI: 10.1096/fj.202402118R. PMID: 39831886.

Daiki Sakai, Tadao Maeda, Midori Yamamoto, Satoshi Yokota, Akiko Maeda, Yasuhiko Hirami, Makoto Nakamura, Yasuo Kurimoto,
Michiko Mandai. Relationship between residual visual field and full-field stimulus testing in patients with late-stage retinal
degenerative diseases. Sci Res. 2024 :14(1)2793. DOI: 10.1038/s41598-024-53474-6. PMID: 38307956.

Yasuyuki Sotani, Hisanori Imai, Hiroko Yamada, Akiko Miki, Sentaro Kusuhara, Makoto Nakamura. High Intraocular Concentration
of Fibrinogen Regulates Retinal Function Via the ICAM-1 Pathway. Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci. 2024 Nov; 65(13):34. DOI:
10.1167/iovs.65.13.34. PMID: 39546292.

Takeshi Kaizuka, Takehiro Suzuki, Noriyuki Kishi, Kota Tamada, Manfred W Kilimann, Takehiko Ueyama, Masahiko Watanabe,
Tomomi Shimogori, Hideyuki Okano, Naoshi Dohmae, Toru Takumi. Remodeling of the postsynaptic proteome in male mice
and marmosets during synapse development. Nat Commun. 2024 15(1):2496. DOI: 10.1038/s41467-024-46529-9. PMID:
38548776.

Takeshi Kaizuka, Taisei Hirouchi, Takeo Saneyoshi, Toshihiko Shirafuji, Mark O Collins, Seth G N Grant, Yasunori Hayashi, Toru
Takumi. FAM81A is a postsynaptic protein that regulates the condensation of postsynaptic proteins via liquid-liquid phase
separation. PLoS Biol. 2024; 22(3)e3002006. DOI: 10.1371/journal.pbio.3002006. PMID: 38452102.

Takehiro Ajioka, Nobuhiro Nakai, Okito Yamashita, Toru Takumi. End-to-end deep learning approach to mouse behavior
classification from cortex-wide calcium imaging. PLoS Comput Biol. 2024;20(3):e1011074. DOI: 10.1371/journal.pcbi.1011074.
PMID: 38478563.

Toshiyuki Shirai, Satoshi Okazaki, Ikuo Otsuka, Masao Miyachi, Takaki Tanifuji, Ryota Shindo, Shohei Okada, Haruka Minami, Tadasu
Horai, Kentaro Mouri, Akitoyo Hishimoto. Accelerated epigenetic aging in alcohol dependence. J Psychiatr Res. 2024 May:173:
175-182. DOI: 10.1016/j.jpsychires.2024.03.025. PMID: 38547739.

Ikuo Otsuka, Shunsuke Uchiyama, Toshiyuki Shirai, Xiaoxi Liu, Motonori Takahashi, Yoichiro Kamatani, Chikashi Terao, Akitoyo
Hishimoto. Increased somatic mosaicism in autosomal and X chromosomes for suicide death. Mol Psychiatry. 2025 Mar;
30(3):881-888. DOI: 10.1038/s41380-024-02718-y. PMID: 39215187.

Ikuo Otsuka, Hanga Galfalvy, Jia Guo, Masato Akiyama, Satoshi Okazaki, Chikashi Terao, Dan Rujescu, Gustavo Turecki, Akitoyo
Hishimoto, J John Mann. Relationship of Major Depressive Disorder and Schizophrenia Polygenic Risk Scores to Suicide: A
Comparison Between European and Asian Ancestry Populations. Arch Suicide Res. 2025 Jan-Mar; 29(1):309-316. DOI:
10.1080/13811118.2024.2332258. PMID: 38662626. Epub 2024 Apr 25.
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Yutaro Kanda, Kenichiro Kakutani, Yoshitada Sakai, Takashi Yurube, Yoshiki Takeoka, Kunihiko Miyazaki, Hiroki Ohnishi, Tomoya
Matsuo, Masao Ryu, Naotoshi Kumagai, Kohei Kuroshima, Yoshiaki Hiranaka, Ryosuke Kuroda. Clinical Characteristics, Surgical
Outcomes, and Risk Factors for Emergency Surgery in Patients With Spinal Metastases: A Prospective Cohort Study.
Neurospine. 2024 21(1):314-327. DOI: 10.14245/ns.2347012.506. PMID: 38317551.
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